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Abstract
Different careers that entail the provision of professional services may differ based on various aspects. Understanding the various duties and tasks, educational requirements, as well as ethical standards associated with the job, is important for individuals interested in pursuing the career. This report compares the profession of Social and Human assistant with Marriage and Family Therapists as well as counselors based on the differences in educational requirements, their roles, work environment as well as licensure. It also identifies any similarities which may exist between the three professions. 


Social and human services assistant vs. marriage and family therapists & Social counselors 
Duties 
The social and human services assistants help in providing services to clients that can include supporting their families in different fields such as social work and rehabilitation. One of the major duties is to determine the type of services required by the client, working together with the client and other service providers in professions like social work in providing the services the client requires. They also have a role in ensuring their clients can get all the required helping performing day-to-day activities like taking a shower or having a meal (SHSA, 2019).
The marriage and family therapist always works with families and couples to help them focus on the problems which may face their marriage as well as ways of dealing with the problems. The therapist's role is to discuss with clients ways they can easily communicate with each other to share their feelings and experiences. The marriage therapist works with couples to help them in managing their reactions and making important life changes. Marriage and family therapists also have a role in guiding their clients through the process of making decisions in the future. They can also refer the clients to another social service provider in the same community who can help them solve issues with their marriage (MFT, 2019).
The school and career counselors are professional service providers who focus on helping with the development of social and academic skills which can help them excel in school. The social service providers work to evaluate the students through assessments in investigating the level of their ability as well as interests. The school counselors also identify various factors associated with the student which are likely to affect their level of performance. These can include the environment or personal skills which the student might lack. Students with difficulties in developing and achieving their career goals can also receive assistance from the service providers in developing a study plan (SCC, 2019). The service providers also work with teachers and parents of the students in identifying factors that can help the student excel in their academics. 
Education requirements 
Education qualifications for entry-level in social and human services include a minimum of a high school diploma. Many employers however tend to prefer individuals with experience in the same field and with higher educational qualifications above high school which can include an associate degree or a certificate in courses such as behavioral science or human services. Training programs are also established by employers to help the new employees go through the duties and roles associated with the job as well as ensuring the employees work in areas they can perform best.
Becoming a marriage and a family therapist requires one to have a master's degree in psychology or any mental health-related field including family and therapy. Individuals seeking to pursue master's degrees are required to have a bachelor's degree in a related field. The programs established under the education course also provide the students with information regarding marriages and functioning of marriages as well as the various ways mental health factors related to marriages. The employees need to portray these skills in their field at the entry-level American (RSC, n.d).
A master's degree in school counseling or any other related field is required for school counselors. The degree programs are considered as the way the school counselors can learn about the skills required in the job as well as various ways of fostering better academic performance. Other essential skills learned through the degree program include ways of working with the families and communities where the students come from as well as using the available data to develop comprehensive programs of counseling students. Some employers also tend to seek individuals with master's degrees related to the development of careers. Students are required to have experience related to the field through past job experience or internship to qualify for the master’s program (RSC, n. d). 
Licensure and Credentialing 
Licensing is not a major requirement for social and human service assistants. Many employers do not consider licensure or credentialing when hiring this service provides. However, the individuals may need to portray various skills such as communication skills for interactions with the clients as well as interpersonal skills which can help the clients open up on their issues. The individuals are also required to portray compassion and love for others. Some employers who may need someone to travel from a place to another may require an individual who holds a valid driver’s license (SHSA, 2019).
There is a need for licensing when it comes to marriage and family therapists. This is a requirement in all states in the United States. For an individual to receive the license to operate as a marriage and family therapist, they need to satisfy the academic qualification which includes a master's degree and clinical experience of 2000-4000 hours working under supervision. The therapists before receiving the licensure are also required to take an exam recognized by the state. The individual is also required to complete annual classes associated with the field. The individual is also required to express personal skills like social and human assistant including interpersonal skills, compassion as well as listening and speaking skills (MFT, n.d).
Licensure is also important for school counselors. Counselors in public schools require a credential issued by the state to be able to practice the profession. The credential required can include certification, an endorsement, or even a license on the requirements of the state the public school counselor operates in.  The individual applying for the licensure should meet all educational requirements including a master’s degree in school counseling or a related field as it is for marriage and family therapists. A supervised internship experience is required for licensure as well as excellence in a test issued by the state before one can be licensed for operations. Classroom teaching experience may also be required in some states when a school counselor applies for certification or licensure (SHSA, 2019).
Work setting
The work setting for social and human service assistants includes the provision of services to individuals or families. The assistants can work with individuals at their comfort or work together with families of individuals who require the services. Most of the social and human service assistants have offices they can operate from or others are employed in clinics and hospitals. Other assistants also travel to the homes of their clients within the community to provide home-based care.  Other care service providers are employed by the local government to work in improving the community and may have temporary work settings based on the goal of the employer (SHSA, 2019).
The marriage and family therapist work setting can generally vary. Marriage and family therapists can work within mental healthcare facilities to provide services to families seeking assistance through the facilities. Treatment centers for substance abuse can also be a work setting to help in reaching the families affected by substance abuse. Other assistants can operate in depended on their own offices where clients or couples can visit them for therapy services. In general, the marriage and family therapists mostly work with individuals and families in the provision of services; others can work through healthcare provision facilities while others are self-employed (MFT, n.d).
School and career counselors often work with schools in improving the general performance of students. The service providers mostly work in elementary and secondary schools based on their employers. Others work within colleges and universities as well as professional and career development schools where students may require some guidance. The school counselors can also work with mental health centers in dealing with students who may have issues with mental health. Other school counselors are self-employed and have offices where clients can visit them for consultation and other services. They are most likely to work full-time when working with schools or from their own offices. 
Salary and wages
 Social and Human Service Assistant: $35,060 per year
$Marriage and family therapists: $49610 per year 
School counselors: $57,040 per year 
Conclusion 
The social and human service assistants, marriage and family therapists, as well as social counselors' careers, differ substantially based on the duties associated with the career, the work environment, the academic requirements as well as licensure. All these careers however focus on the provision of services to different people in the communities. The social and human assistants can work with people in ensuring they can get the assistance they need from the best providers. Marriage and family therapists work with couples and families with issues in bringing important changes as well as promoting openness between spouses. The school counselors on the other hand are associated with providing services that can help in improving the academic performance of students who may face various difficulties (SHSA, 2019). The best intervention for the student is based on an assessment of their abilities and interests. Qualifying for either of the career also requires an individual to adhere to all standards which can also be determined by the career. Careers like the social and human service providers do not have major requirements like a degree or licensure. Both the school counselors and the marriage and family therapists require a master's degree in a related field as well as licensure by the state.
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